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2026 Scored Virginia Legislation

Pet-Inclusive Housing (HB 1415)

A V indicates a vote in support of HB 1415, which requires any multifamily residential
development built with public funds to allow residents to keep at least one common
household pet—with no breed restriction and a weight limit of 65 pounds—and requires
landlords subject to the Virginia Residential Landlord and Tenant Act to disclose pet terms
with any rental application. Pet-inclusive housing keeps families and their animals together
and reduces the shelter surrenders that housing barriers cause.

Sponsors: Del. Charlie Schmidt (D)

Status: Passed House of Delegates.

Local Authority Over Pet-Shop Sales (HB 1238)

A V indicates a vote in support of HB 1238, which authorizes any locality, by ordinance, to
require a permit for, regulate, or prohibit the retail sale of animals in pet shops and by
companion-animal dealers, with the permit fee capped at $50 per year and revenues
dedicated to enforcement. The bill restores local authority to curb the sale of
puppy-mill-sourced animals and to set humane standards community by community.

Sponsors: Del. Irene Shin (D)

Status: Passed House of Delegates

Diamondback Terrapin Protection (HB 1013)

A V indicates a vote in support of HB 1013, which directs the Marine Resources
Commission—working with the Virginia Institute of Marine Science and the Crab
Management Advisory Committee—to establish diamondback terrapin protection areas in
the Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries and to require bycatch reduction devices on
recreational crab pots within those areas, with a Class 3 misdemeanor for violations.
Terrapins drown by the thousands in crab pots; inexpensive excluder devices nearly
eliminate that bycatch while helping protect the marshes terrapins depend on.

Sponsors: Del. Kathy Tran (D)

Status: Passed House of Delegates

Permit to Hunt with Dogs (HB 1396)

A V indicates a vote in support of HB 1396, which directs the Department of Wildlife
Resources to establish permits for individuals and organizations that hunt game animals,
fur-bearing animals, and nuisance species with dogs; makes it unlawful to release a dog to
hunt across real property without a permit; and sets civil penalties for violations.
Exemptions include mounted fox hunting, waterfowl and bird hunting, tracking wounded
game, dogs kept in the hunter's immediate control, and public hunting lands.

Sponsors: Del. Marty Martinez (D)

Status: Passed House of Delegates
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Premature Separation & Hybridization of Captive Wildlife (HB 112/SB 344)

A V indicates a vote in support of HB 112/SB 344, which makes it unlawful to prematurely
separate captive-born mammalian wildlife from their mothers before four months of age
(with an exception for documented medical necessity ordered by a licensed veterinarian)
and to intentionally propagate wildlife of different species (hybridization) for commercial
purposes. Exemptions cover agricultural animals, accredited zoological facilities, and
licensed wildlife rehabilitators. The bill targets unaccredited roadside menageries that tear
still-nursing infants from their mothers for public “encounters” and sale.

Sponsors: Sen. Jennifer Boysko (D) and Del. Amy Laufer (D)
Status: Signed by Governor

Shelter Veterinarian Licensure (HB 1287)

A V indicates a vote in support of HB 1287, which directs the Board of Veterinary Medicine
to amend its licensure and renewal applications so applicants can indicate interest in serving
as a veterinarian for public or private animal shelters, and to provide a quarterly list of those
veterinarians to shelters through the State Veterinarian. The measure helps
under-resourced shelters connect with veterinarians and expand access to care.

Sponsors: Del. Laura Jane Cohen (D)

Status: Signed by Governor

Dog Devocalization Ban (SB 707)

A V indicates a vote in support of SB 707, which prohibits performing a surgical
devocalization (“debarking”) procedure on a dog except in narrow circumstances—where
training and electronic anti-bark devices have proven ineffective and the surgery is
necessary to keep the dog from being rehomed because of excessive barking. A first
violation is a Class 1 misdemeanor and a repeat within 36 months is a Class 6 felony;
veterinarians who perform the procedure must keep a record for four years. Devocalization
is a painful procedure that silences a dog without addressing the cause of the barking.

Sponsors: Sen. J.D. "Danny" Diggs (R)
Status: Signed by Governor

Veterinary Traineeship (SB 331)

A V indicates a vote in support of SB 331, which expands the Board of Veterinary Medicine's
veterinary traineeship pathway—allowing a veterinary-medicine licensure applicant to
engage in the limited practice of veterinary medicine under the direct supervision of a
licensed veterinarian. The measure strengthens Virginia's veterinary workforce pipeline and
access to animal care.

Sponsors: Sen. Danica Roem (D)

Status: Signed by Governor
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Malicious Killing Penalty (SB 261)

A V indicates a vote in support of SB 261. The bill would strengthen Virginia's animal cruelty
laws by making it a Class 6 felony to maliciously kill a companion dog or cat, regardless of
whether the animal belongs to the offender or someone else. Under current law, a felony
applies only when a person commits certain acts of extreme cruelty that result in serious
injury, death, or euthanasia. This bill expands the law to specifically criminalize the malicious
killing of a companion dog or cat as a felony on its own.

Sponsors: Sen. Bill Stanley (R)
Status: Passed State Senate

Humane World Action Fund

Humane World Action Fund, formerly Humane Society Legislative Fund, was formed in 2004
as a separate lobbying affiliate of Humane World for Animals, formerly The Humane Society
of the United States. Humane World Action Fund works to pass animal protection laws at
the state and federal levels, to educate the public about animal protection issues, and to
support humane candidates for office.

Humane World Action Fund is a social welfare organization incorporated under section
501(c)(4) of the Internal Revenue Code. Contributions or gifts to Humane World Action Fund
are not tax deductible. Your donation may be used for lobbying to pass laws to protect
animals, as well as for political purposes, such as supporting or opposing candidates.
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Timmy French (R-1) X X X N N N4 v 57%
Mark D. Obenshain (R-2) X X X v N v N 57%
Christopher T. Head (R-3) X X X v v v v 57%
David R. Suetterlein (R-4) X N N N N v v 86% Key
T. Travis Hackworth (R-5) X X X N v NV v 43% v ) .
Todd E. Pillion (R-6) X X X v v v v 57% Took pro-animal position
William M. Stanley, Jr. (R-7) X v v v v v Sp 86% through vote, statement of
il : ey, °r. ° vote, or cosponsorship
Mark J. Peake (R-8) X X X v v v v 57%
Tammy Brankley Mulchi (R-9) X X X v v v v 57%
Luther H. Cifers, IIl (R-10) X X X v v v v 57% SP Served as prime
R. Creigh Deeds (D-11) v v v v v v v 100% sponsor of pro-animal
Glen H. Sturtevant, Jr. (R-12) X X X v v v v 57% legislation
Lashrecse D. Aird (D-13) X v v v 4 v v 86%
Lamont Bagby (D-14) v v v v v v v 100% X Took anti-animal
Michael J. Jones (D-15) v v v v v v v 100% position through vote,
Schuyler T. VanValkenburg (D-16) X N N v v N4 N 86% statement of vote, or
Emily M. Jordan (R-17) X 4 X v g J v 71% cosponsorship
L. Louise Lucas (D-18) v v v v v v v 100%
Christie New Craig (R-19) X X X v v v v 57% NV Did g
Bill DeSteph (R-20) X X X v v v v 57% id not vote due to
absence or abstention
Angelia Williams Graves (D-21) v v v v v v v 100%
Aaron R. Rouse (D-22) N v v v v v v 100%
Mamie E. Locke (D-23) X v v v N v v 86%
J.D. "Danny" Diggs (R-24) X v v v SP v v 86% # Joined chamber after vote
Richard H. Stuart (R-25) X v v v v v v 86%
Ryan T. McDougle (R-26) X X 4 v v v v 71%
Tara A. Durant (R-27) X X X Ng v v v 57% N/A Not h votes t
Bryce E. Reeves (R-28) X X X N4 N v v 57% score otenough votes to
Jeremy S. McPike (D-29) N v N N N N v 100%
Danica A. Roem (D-30) N N N v N SP N 100%
Russet W. Perry (D-31) v v v v v v v 100% )
— S Note: In some cases,
Kannan Srinivasan (D-32) v v v v v v v 100% legislators must miss votes
Jennifer D. Carroll Foy (D'33) v v v v v v v 100% for unavoidable persona/
Scott A. Surovell (D-34) v v v v v v v 100% reasons, such as a death in
David W. Marsden (D-35) v v v v v v v 100% the family, serious illness,
Stella G. Pekarsky (D-36) v v v v v v v | 100% birth of a child ;’f, e
Saddam Azlan Salim (D-37) v v v v v Y v | 100% emergency in their district.
Jennifer B. Boysko (D-38) N N SP N N v N4 100%
Elizabeth B. Bennett-Parker (D-39)| v # v # # # N/A
Barbara A. Favola (D-40) N v N N v N v 100%
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Patrick A. Hope (D-1) v v v v v v v v v 100%
Adele Y. McClure (D-2) N N N N v N N N N 100%
Alfonso H. Lopez (D-3) v v v v v v v v v 100%
Charniele L. Herring (D-4) N v v v v v v N v 100% Key
Kirk R. McPike (D-5) # # # # # Y # v v 33% A B
Richard C. (Rip) Sullivan, Jr. (D-6) v v v N v v v v v 100% v/ Took pro-animal position
Karen Keys-Gamarra (D-7) v v v N N v v v v 100% through vote, statemgnt of
vote, or cosponsorship
Irene Shin (D-8) v v SP v v v v v v 100%
Karrie K. Delaney (D-9) v v v v N N v v v 100%
Dan Helmer (D-10) v v v v v v v v v 100% SP Served as prime
Gretchen Bulova (D-11) v v v v v v v v v 100% sponsor of pro-animal
Holly M. Seibold (D-12) v v v J v v v v v 100% legislation
Marcus B. Simon (D-13) v v v v v v v v v 100%
Vivian E. Watts (D-14) v v v v v v v v v | 100% X Took anti-animal
Laura Jane Cohen (D-15) v v X v v v SP v v 89% position through vote,
Paul E. Krizek (D-16) v v v v v v v v v 100% statement of vote, or
Garrett McGuire (D-17) v NV v v v v v v v 89% cosponsorship
Kathy KL Tran (D-18) sp v v v v v N v v 100%
Rozia A. Henson, Jr. (D-19) v v v v v v v v v 100% .
VACANT (20) #t r #h i #t #t #h #ht #h N/A NV Did not vote due to
absence or abstention
Josh Thomas (D-21) v NV v v N v v v v 89%
Elizabeth R. Guzman (D-22) N v N v v v N N v 100%
Margaret Angela Franklin (D-23) v v v N v N N v v 100%
Luke E. Torian (D-24) v v NV NV v v v v v 78% # Joined chamber after vote
Briana D. Sewell (D-25) v v v N N N v v v 100%
1) Singh (D-26) v X v v v v v v v 89%
Atoosa R. Reaser (D-27) v v v v N v v v v 100%
David A. Reid (D-28) N v v v N N N v v 100% ## Seat is vacant
Fernando J. Martinez (D-29) v v v SP v v v v v 100%
John C McAuliff (D-30) v v NV X v N v v v 78%
Delores Oates (R-31) X X X X X X v v v 33%
William D. (Bill) Wiley (R-32) X X X X X X v X v 22% gé‘srgmt enough votes fo
Justin L. Pence (R-33) X X X X X X v X v 22%
Tony O. Wilt (R-34) X X X X X X v v v 33%
Chris Runion (R-35) X X X X X X v v v 33% Note: In some cases,
Ellen H. McLaughlin (R-36) X X X X X v v v v 44% legislators must miss votes
Terry L. Austin (R-37) X X X X v v v v v 56% \for unavoidable personal
Sam Rasoul (D-38) N N N X N v N N v 89% reasons, such as a death in
Will P. Davis (R-39) X X X X X X N N4 Y4 33% the family, serious illness,
Joseph P. McNamara (R-40) X X X X v N v N N 56% birth of a chfld or
Lily V. Franklin (D-41) v v v X v % % v v | 89% emergency in their district.
Jason S. Ballard (R-42) X X X X X X v v v 33%
James W. (Will) Morefield (R-43) X X X X v X v v v 44%
Israel D. 0'Quinn (R-44) X X X X X X v v v 33%
Terry G. Kilgore (R-45) X X X X X v v v v 44%
Mitchell Cornett (R-46) X X X X X X v v v 33%
Wren M. Williams (R-47) X X X X X v v v v 44%
Eric J. Phillips (R-48) X X X X X X v X v 22%
Madison Whittle (R-49) X X X X X X v v J 33%
Thomas C. Wright, Jr. (R-50) X X X X X X v X v 22%
Eric Zehr (R-51) X X X X X X v X v 22%
Wendell S. Walker (R-52) X X X X X X v v v 33%
Timothy P. Griffin (R-53) X X X X X X v X v 22%
Katrina E. Callsen (D-54) N N N v v v N N v 100%
Amy J. Laufer (D-55) v v v N SP N v v v 100%
Thomas A. Garrett Jr. (R-56) X X X X X X v X NV 11%
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May Nivar (D-57) v v v v v v v v v 100%
Rodney T. Willett (D-58) N N N NV v N N N N 89%
Hyland F. (Buddy) Fowler, Jr. (R-59) X v X v v v v v v 78%
Scott A. Wyatt (R-60) X X X X X X M M v 33% Key
Michael J. Webert (R-61) X X X X X v v v v 44% ) N
Karen Fleming Hamilton (R-62) X X X X X X N N v 33% ﬁ:Okhprg;:n;:;iLfnfﬂz?
ugh vote,
Phillip A. Scott (R-63) X X X X X X v X v | 2% vote ir cosponsorship
Stacey A.Carroll (D-64) v v v v v v v v v 100%
Joshua G. Cole (D-65) v v v N N N v v v 100%
Nicole Cole (D-66) v v v v v v v v v 100% SP Served as prime
Hillary Pugh Kent (R-67) X X X X v v v v v 56% sponsor of pro-animal
M. Keith Hodges (R-68) X X X X v X v X N 33% legislation
Mark C. Downey (D-69) v v v v v v v v v 100%
Shelly A. Simonds (D-70) NV v v v v v v v v 89% X Took anti-animal
Jessica L. Anderson (D-71) v v v X v v v v v 89% position through vote,
R. Lee Ware (R-72) X X X X X X N X v 22% statement of vote, or
Leslie Chambers Mehta (D-73) v v Y Y J Y Y v v | 100% cosponsorship
Mike A. Cherry (R-74) X X X X X X v v v 33%
Lindsey Dougherty (D-75) v v v v v v v v v 100% NV Did g
Debra D. Gardner (D-76) v v v v v v v v v | 100% abser']ce"g: :‘;:en‘:o?
Charlie H. Schmidt Jr. (D-77) v SP v v v v v v v 100%
Betsy B. Carr (D-78) v v v v v v v v v 100%
Rae C. Cousins (D-79) v v v N N N N v v 100%
Destiny L. LeVere Bolling (D-80) v v 4 v v v v v v 100% # Joined chamber after vote
Delores L. McQuinn (D-81) v v v NV N N v v v 89%
Kimberly Pope Adams (D-82) v v v X v v v v v 89%
Howard Otto Wachsmann, Jr. (R-83)| X X X X X X v v v 33%
Nadarius E. Clark (D-84) v v NV v v v v v v 89% ## Seat is vacant
Marcia S. (Cia) Price (D-85) v X v v v v v v v 89%
Virgil Gene Thornton, Sr. (D-86) v v v v v N v v v 100%
Jeion A. Ward (D-87) v v v v v v v v v 100% NIA Not h votes t
Don Scott (D-88) v v v v % v v v v | 100% coore ot enough votes 1o
Karen Robins Carnegie (D-89) v v v X v v v v v 89%
James A. (Jay) Leftwich, Jr. (R-90) X X X X X X v v v 33%
C.E. (CIiff) Hayes, Jr. (D-91) J J J N v v v v v 100% Note: In some cases.
Bonita G. Anthony (D-92) v v v v v v v v v | 100% legislators must miss votes
Jackie Hope Glass (D-93) NV v NV v v v v v v 78% \for unavoidable personal
Phil M. Hernandez (D-94) v v v v v v v v v 100% reasons, such as a death in
Alex Q. Askew (D-95) V4 v v N V4 V4 V4 V4 v 100% the family, serious illness,
Kelly K. Convirs-Fowler (D-96) N v v v v v N N NV 89% birth of a Ch'lld or' o
Michael Feggans (D-97) v v v v v % % v v | 100% emergency in their district.
Andrew Rice (R-98) # # # # # # # # # N/A
Anne Ferrell H. Tata (R-99) X X X X v v v v v 56%
Robert S. Bloxom, Jr. (R-100) X X X X v v v v v 56%
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